REFLECTION
REPORT
12/3/2018-1/11/2019
Fan Chang Jiet 潘昌捷
St. Aloysius Technical School

1

[Type here]

Introduction
Hi, my name is Fan Chang Jiet. I am a Malaysian Chinese and
a student from Curtin University Malaysia. I can speak
mandarin, English and Malay. However, the principal asked
me not to speak mandarin with students as he does not want
students to use mandarin to communicate with me.

This is my first time come to Taiwan and I would like to thank
AIESEC for giving me this opportunity to come Taiwan as a
volunteer but not a tourist.
I had a total of 7 weeks in Taiwan and I spent 6 weeks in St.
Aloysius Technical School for this project. I reached Taiwan 2
days before the project starts, so I have to stay at Trainee
House, which is a free accommodation for exchange
participants in Hsinchu.
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During my 6 weeks teaching in the school in Xinpu, I had face
lots of challenges and all kinds of experiences. The teachers
and students are very friendly and helpful. I would like to thank
them for helping me a lot. My main role in this school are
sharing Malaysia’s cultural and assisting students in learning
English. During these days, I stayed in the school dorm and
the room is not really big, but it is not bad cause it has its own
bathroom. In the school, you will have your own table with
your name and country on it.
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About the school
This is a senior high school located in Xinpu, Hsinchu
township. The full name of this school is St. Aloysius
Technical school (SAVS). It has around 1500 students and
there are 5 courses in total. Most of the students here are
boys and only 30% of them are girls. In every Monday,
Wednesday and Friday morning, students will gather at the
basketball field for a short flag raising ceremony, I called it as
weekly assembly. The principal will share something on the
stage during the assembly. In the last period of every Friday,
student will have their Co-curriculum. There are lots of clubs,
such as basketball, volleyball, guitar, karaoke, and more.
Sometimes I joined the students for their clubs as well. In
everyday, they will be a 15 minutes school cleaning. All
student will start to clean classroom, toilet and more.

-weekly assembly
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-one of my co-teaching in class

-2 days of sport day
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-top view of the school

-students are playing basketball during 10 minutes break
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Teachers
There are 3 volunteers in this school. Billy from Australia, Jeff
from Singapore and me from Malaysia. Billy and I reached
here one week earlier than Jeff, so we met the principal and
talked to him. Principal Jerry is very friendly and kind. He
stays at the school and I can usually see him doing sports and
walk around the school when the school ends. He is good in
English and he had asked us a lot of questions. Next, there
are total of 8 English teachers, they are Alice, Cindy, Peter,
Isabel, Jammie, Phoebe, Cecilia and Janice. The teacher in
charge of volunteers is Alice. When we first reached here, she
is the one that guided us the most. She explained to us a lot
like where the classroom is, how do we get our lunchbox, what
we should do in these 6 weeks and more. Next, Isabel, she is
the Head of Student Affairs and she oversees our
accommodation, lunch, dinner and everything in school, so we
cannot live without her in the school. The other teachers like
Peter, he invited us to their class Christmas gift exchange
party and Cindy, she gave us ride to Hsinchu city sometimes
and Cecilia, she made us a Christmas card which is very
sweet and warm and Phoebe, she always give us suggestions
on teaching and recommended places when visiting Taipei as
Taipei is her hometown and Jammie, she helped us a lot in
teaching like translating and explaining in Chinese to the
students when they really do not understand what we are
saying and Janice, she is a young and pretty lady, I like
entering her class because students in her class are always
active and energetic. 3 of us, Billy, Jeff and I bought a cake to
thank them for all of the hard work.
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-starting from the left: Alice, Jammie, Cindy, Billy, Me, Jeff,
Cecilia, Phoebe and Peter.
Teaching
There are 2 kinds of classes. They are conversation class and
co-teaching class. Billy and I are teaching in one class at the
same time. We have to enter 1 to 3 classes a day and total of
10-15 classes per week. Week 6 is for writing report, no class.
Week 1: Conversation
Week 2: Co-teaching
Week 3: Conversation
Week 4: Co-teaching
Week 5: Conversation
8|Page

[Type here]

Co-teaching class:
For co-teaching, the time is 50 minutes a class. In one class,
there are around 30-40 students. For my case, Billy and I are
teaching at the same time, so we divided into 25 minutes per
person, he teaches the first 25 minutes and I teach the last 25
minutes. In the other case, like Jeff from Singapore, he has to
teach for 50 minutes. It is all depends on how the teacher in
charge arrange the schedule. Co-teaching class is just a
normal presentation and before the class starts we just have
to wait at our table in the office and student will come and lead
us to their class but if the teacher forgot to ask student pick us
up, then you have to find a way to go to the class, either by
asking other teachers or remind the teacher before class start.
What I taught: What I taught was I prepare some PowerPoint
slides and some questions to ask the student after my
presentation. In my slides, I introduced myself, my country,
Malaysia cultural, food and races. I included some comparison
between Malaysia and Taiwan, the living cost, the wages and
more. I also included some videos which is helpful because it
grabs students’ attention. Besides, I also prepared some
Malaysia snacks which is for the question part to award
student who is willing to answer my questions.
Tips:
1. Use more pictures rather than words.
2. Speak slowly and make sure they understand before you
proceed to the next slide by asking them “understand?”.
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3. Speak with an active and energetic tone instead of dim
and soft voice and try to bring along microphone provided
by school if you think you need it.
4. Use video around 1-3 minutes, more than 3 minutes is too
long as student might fall asleep. On my first day, I used a
5 minutes long video and it is a really bad choice.
5. Use simple word instead of extreme word.
6. Expect the expectation, students might fall asleep while
you are teaching and do not feel sad about it. Try to think
of why they are sleeping and find a solution for it.
7. Adapt, improvise, and overcome. The first few classes
you enter might be very bad or horrible but try to learn
from mistake you make in the previous class and keep on
improving from class to class.
8. Always take note on time, if not you might finish too fast
or unable to finish, so practice more to make it smooth.
9. Always have a backup plan, in every class there is a
computer and projector, but what if the computer or
projector is not working, you have to come out with a plan
B and also save a copy of your slides in a pen drive and
on the internet. From my own experience, this is because
there is one day that the USB port of the computer is not
working so I have to download it from the internet.
10. Smile always because you smile, I smile, everybody
smiles.
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Conservation class:
This is a class where we have to go to a room and wait for
the student to come. This will be a small class, there will be
around 5-10 students per class. The purpose of this class is
to assist students in speaking English, so you have to let
them play some games that can make them to speak up by
using English.
What I taught: What we did was Billy and I let the students
introduce themselves and play games like hot seat,
Pictionary and hang man. We separated the class into 2 or
more teams and let them compete among each other. The
students are very competitive. We also prepare some
snacks for the winner team. From my experience, 50
minutes is only enough for one or two games.
Tips:
1. Students English level are not as good as you think so
prepare some easy game with easy word.
2. Prepare at least 2 games in case you finish the first
game too early.
3. Try to talk more with students and try to make friend
with them.
4. Try to remember their name as many as possible
because students will love you more when you call
them by their name.
5. Different class has different number of students, some
classes have up to 13 students, but some have only 5
students. Be ready.
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6. Go and set up before the class, arrange the tables and
chairs and set up the projector if needed.
7. For this class you will meet the same student on the
last week sometimes, so before the class start, take
note that are you going to meet the same student again,
if yes then you have to prepare something different, if
not then you can continue the same thing.
8. Try to control students’ volume, some students are
excited, so you have to control them
9. Share your IG or FB with them, they love it. Maybe they
would invite you for a dinner or hangout sometimes.
10. Try to get everyone involves so that all students can
learn, and no one feels alone.
11. Remember all students volunteered themselves to join
this class. They are willing to learn.
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-students shared about Taiwan cultural
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-last conversation class with students
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My experience
My first invitation by student was around the 3rd week. The
student invited me to a shopping mall in Hsinchu. I was like
finally, I got invited and It maybe just a little small act by the
student, but I was really happy. During my first day, I was
really nervous. I did a lot of mistakes and the class was so
boring and students started to fall asleep. I was really sad that
time, but I did not give up, I try to figure out what was going
wrong and I improve myself from class to class. Although I
repeated the same thing, using the same slide in every
different classes but the way I present it is getting better and
better. The way I use to interact with students are getting more
and more interesting.
At the end of my teaching, I did make friends with lots of
students. Some of them will call me “teacher” when they see
me, but I asked them to call me my name instead of teacher
as It make me feels better and closer. One of the tracks and
field student, she even invited us to join their training. I can
really feel the friendliness from the students and teachers.
Other than life in school, I also make friends with other
exchange participants. They are from India, Vietnam,
Indonesia and more. We went out for a city tour trip on the 2nd
week weekend. It is held by AIESECer in NCTU. The trip was
amazing. I also spent my new year countdown with them in
XiangShan, Taipei. I went to a lot of places in Taiwan during
the weekends and holidays as well. For example, Taichung,
Hualien, Jiufen and Shilin in Taipei.
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Final word
Thanks Principal Jerry and AIESEC for giving me this golden
opportunity. Volunteering is always my dream, and this is my
first volunteering trip and more to come in the future. It is an
amazing and unforgettable memory. Thanks for those
students who treated me foods and invited me for dinner or
hanging out. I really appreciate it and I hope that I have the
chance to come back Taiwan and meet you guys again. Lastly,
I would like to say thank you again to all teachers in
St.Aloysius Technical School. They taught me a lot in teaching
skills and talk to me all the time although I am not really good
in talking. Thanks for everything in Neisi. I will never forget
these wonderful memories in Taiwan.
Contact
Feel free to ask me any questions, I would love to help.
IG: fanchangjiet
Facebook: Fan Chang Jiet
Email: jietfan@gmail.com
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