Jakob Schickedanz- Reflection on my time at St.
Aloysius Technical School in Hsinpu from March 2. to
April 15. 2019
The easiest way to start my reflection on my time at St. Aloysius Technical School in
Hsinpu from March 2. to April 15. 2019 is probably with a short introduction about myself.
My name is Jakob and I come from Germany, where I still live. I am 25 years old and
currently finishing my Bachelor degree in Music with the major Violoncello. This is
probably one of the most saldom subjects volunteers from AIESEC study and actually
coming to Taiwan for this project is really breaking out of my music life in Germany. As I
am not satisfied with the job-situation and because of other reasons I will start to study
Geography in Germany after finishing my music studies this summer. So going to Taiwan,
meeting so many new people that have nothing to do with music or at least are not
connected to my small-circled music life, is a real adventure for me and I must say it was
one of the most important experiences in my life so far.

The Beginning
Arriving at Taoyuan Airport after a more than twenty-hour flight was quite a nice moment. I
made it, I really went to Taiwan, it was not just a silly idea which came up to my mind one
day in Germany. The pricipal Mr. Jyh-Lung Tang (Jerry) picked me up from the train at
Hsinchu; together with his wife we drove to Hsinpu and the St. Aloysius School. On the
way there I got to try the maybe most typical Taiwanese food next to stinky tofu, the beef
noodles. I really liked them and ate this dish many times in Taiwan. But of course it was not
the only food in Taiwan I liked very much; the endless nighmarkets, the cheap and so good
small restaurants or also the variety of buble-teas really made my time in Taiwan special.
However, the warm welcome I recieved in Taiwan from the first day on was something I
will never forget. The principal was very nice to me, we could even speak german together
because he spent some time of his studies in Germany. On the second day Ms. Chen took
me out to see some places in Hsinpu and she invited me to here house for lunch. There I met
many very kind people and I had my first karaoke- experience in Taiwan. Since we dont
have this culture in Germany it took me some time to not feel shy singing in front of others
but then it really helped getting closer to the people and we had a very nice time together.
Finally in the evening I met Vanessa, the other volunteer from Germany. From the first
moment on we came along very good and made close friends. Actually I am still a little bit
suprised about this nice and easy friendship because we are so different people; but I think
after meeting her and having such a nice welcome from Jerry and Ms. Chen I felt familiar
and ready to start with the teaching classes at school.

Conversation- class
My first week consisted the model of conversation class. That means I spent the period with
5 to 15 studets; it was a small round and the purpose was, how the name sais, to have a
conversation. In the first days I introduced myself to the students and we talked about
hobbys, sports or other activities. There where some really nice moments, although it was
not easy to comunicate. As I could not speak chinese it sometimes took a little bit longer for
us to get into conversation, but when there was a flow, I could really feel the interest of the
students. Especially talking about sports and food made it more easy. After my first period
the students invited me to play basketball in the break which I really enjoyed. From that day
on I often played with them and I felt both sides got more comfortable through doing these
activities. In general I felt much interest from some students and teachers for sports and it
got more and more normal that after school we did some exercises in terms of running,
playing basketball or playing tabletennis. Through this I think I got a little bit closer to some
students and I can only recommend to other AIESECERS to catch that chance, because its
an easy way to make friends and its just fun!

In my third week my schedule was again conversation- class. After introducing myself and
talking about favorite activities in the first week I decided to tell the students a few things
about the USA in this weeks classes. I thought, cause learning english it may be interesting
to learn a few things about this country and I could also tell them my experiences with the
culture, since I lived three years near Denver when I was a child. Actually I think this where
probably the most easy conversations I had because talking about Instagram, McDonalds,
Hollywood or New York is just popular to young people. It more and more got easy to talk
to the students and I also tried to have conversations about totally different topics with
which they could identify. I think it is important to have a plan for the period but if the
conversation is changing to a different topic, I experienced it is always good to follow. The

best moments in the classes where still the ones, where the students wanted to tell me
things, not oposit. Through that they got really challenged expressing themselves which
improved there english most, I think.
In my last week of conversation- class at the end of my time in Taiwan, I tried to have a
more interactive lecture. We played games, just talked about daily life or spoke about
girlfriend/boyfriend relationships. This where maybe the most difficult classes because I
was really dependent on the students talking to me. Nevertheless, I also experienced nice
periods in this week because some students also took the oportunity to ask me questions.
Overall I can say, the conversation- classes where quite a task for me, because there where
also moments, where we just couldnt understand each other. But there where also many
really nice moments with good conversations and this is probably the most important thing
why we AIESECERS come to the school.

Co- teaching
Actually I was a little bit scared before the co- teaching classes because I didnt know how it
is to teach a class of 40 to 50 students. But somehow it was much easier than I thought,
maybe it was also because I had each class only once so I could do the same presentation all
the time. In conversation- class I had the same students three or four times, so I had to come
up with new topics and also the students had to tell me new things, which was sometimes
not as easy as the presentation I prepared for the co- teaching lectures.
So I thought of ideas to catch the students interest and prepared a presentation like a quiz
about Germany. Political information about the country and Europe but also other facts like
Oktoberfest or German holiday habits. I think some students understood the presentation
very well, others tried at least to follow the quiz, which helped them I think in
understanding the „big picture“. Of course there were also louder classes but I seldom had
the feeling the students where not respecting me. There was always a general interest in my
lecture, I apreciated that very much. Through the presentation some students also came after
the class to my office to ask me some other questions or just to have a chat.
At the end of the quiz, maybe the last 10 to fifteen minutes I always showed a small video
about the differences of German and Taiwanese culture. The video was quite funny so the
students where animated to discuss the cultural differences with me. This sometimes really
saved my last 10 minutes of class because I had the feeling always talking in a foreign
language about partially difficult subjects made some students a bit tired and the video
helped them to focuss again.
What also helped me in the class was that I felt the support from the teachers in terms of
noticing when the students didnt understand some things. So they maybe repeated it in other
more simple ways or when the fact was indeed very difficult like for example talking about
the German wall which seperated Berlin, they would translate it for me. Some teachers
would even ask some questions in between to make the class more interactive and that also
increased my confidence and showed me, that what I was talking about was not boring.
Thank you for that, it is a real help when you feel the support from the teachers.
In general the work with the teachers worked very well. They where very kind to me and
helped me feel good in front of a big class. The system, that the students came to my office
to pick me up before the lecture was also positive I think, because like this we could already
have a small chat on the way to the classroom. Personally I think the co-teaching classes are
more easy, because its not so experimental than the conversation-classes and you have the
support from the teachers. Nevertheless it is more exhausting, so now I really understand,
that the breaks for the teachers are very important.
Overall I can say that it was much fun for me to show the students my country and my
culture, I think it is always interesting talking about these subjects. I hope the students also
enjoyed learning some new things and through this AIESEC- program they can get in
contact with young people from all over the world. Cultural exchange is one of the most
important values in our modern globalized time. I feel that being open minded to other
cultures is indispensable for a peaceful world and despite of all the competition we
experience in our modern civilisation it is so important to show respect to all the people
around the globe.

Working with the english teachers
As I said the teachers at the school welcomed me very warm and friendly. On my first day
they came to my office and just started talking to me; from the very beginning I felt totaly
accepted and recorded to the group. I was suprised how often they buyed some special food
for us to try, this was very nice and it made the office to a place where I really enjoyed to be.
Probably the strongest connection within the teachers I had to Janice and Peter since they
are near my age and tried to make good friends very fast. They helped me with many things,
often came to the office just to talk and even took me out to eat or do other things in Taiwan.
Peter is an extremely kind person, always calm and very professional in his work. He
always had an open ear for Vanessa and me, we could talk to him about whatever we
wanted. In the middle of the trip I didnt feel good for a few days and he just took me to the
hospital. Going to other countries is always a bit an adventure and sometimes you are afraid
of something which can happen, but Peter really did everything to make my stay
comfortable, easy and happy. Thank you very much for that! Janice is my age and we made
friends also quite fast. She also came to my office on the first day and we had a long talk
about many things; it was very kind and warm. Janice is a very funny and active person, I
could always share funny moments with here, we did workouts together and with Peter she
even took me to climb a mountain near Taichung. This all made the atmosphere in the
school and in the office very nice; when youre colleagues are youre friends its always a
better way to work.
Teacher Jamie was in charge of Vanessa and me. She really did a good job, helped us very
fast when we had a problem and always organized the schedules and our duties to make it
more convenient for us. She is a very kind person, being around here always made me feel
comfortable.
With teacher Cindy Vanessa and me had great fun. She often spent time in the office with
us, always told us many things we can do in Taiwan and even made some maps of Hsinchu
or other places so our travel would be more easy. Cindy was always funny and very eager to
talk to us. I also really enjoyed her classes, it was a very uncomplicated way of working
together. I will never forget the funny moments in the office, where she warned me of some
loud students and praised other students to be angels. In this humorous way I could feel her
passion for working with the kids. Cindy also spent some time with us apart from the
school; together with her daughter we went to Big City in Hsinchu and to Neiwan. Both
days I will not forget so soon, thank you for that!
Teacher Alice really impressed me with her clear way of working with the students. She
seemed very calm and profound in her classes, it was very professional. Although she is a
more quiet person, I had the feeling she always controlled her students very good. They
showed much respect to me. I remember one moment, I was preparing a class in the office
and Alice discussed something with two students. Her way of interacting with them was
very nice, always respectful and friendly but also clear and strikt. In general I felt a big
connection between some students and the teachers, which I didnt experience in my
schooltime in Germany. Also Peters lunchtime with students of his class impressed me.
Teacher Henry was also very nice to us. He was really interested in Germany and we talked
much about the differencies of the culture and habits, which I really enjoyed. His classes
where very different, from quite noisy to also really interested and good listening students.
He always took care of them in a nice and respectfull way, never getting too loud or too
angry. I will remember many nice conversations with him in the office, thank you for that.

With both Cecilia and Isabel I had only one class. I enjoyed them both. Cecilia impressed
me with her deep religious affiliation. Talking to her was always nice and easy and her
students showed much interest and respect to me. Isabel took good care of us, always had an
open ear and tried to make our time at the school as convenient as possible, thank you very
much!

Friends, teachers and other memories of the school
First of all I want say thank you to everybody at the school making my time in Taiwan so
special. In these six weeks I didnt miss Germany, I really felt home at St. Aloysius in
Hsinpu. Many thanks also to the very kind principal Jerry, he took care of us and through
him we AISECERS can experience this so important cultural exchange. His aim is to
connect more and more schools and exchange programs in the world and I can only agree
with this ambitious goal. Thanks to Jerrys english- and also german-skills we never had a
problem comunicating with him, I could even choose the language :) I also enjoyed playing
table tennis or basketball with him, it made our relation more easy. Thank you for having us!
I also want to mention the chinese teacher Simon Liu. I will never forget his kindness.
Although he is much older than me we shared a deep friendship. On my first weekend he
took Vanessa and me first to the church and afterwards for lunch to his house. We had such a
wonderful day that from this point on we often had coffee together at his office. His coffee
is amazing. Through his knowledge I learned many things in Taiwan; he explained me the
conflict with Mainland- China and also many other interesting historical facts about Taiwan
and other asian countries. Many times he took me out to eat dinner and I got to know some
really traditional food. Thank you very much for that, Mr. Simon Liu!

I also made friends very fast with the PE- teacher Eson. I joined his basketball class often,
did workouts with him and finally I got my soccer- match with him and other students. He
took me out for many meals, we went to the mountain together and many times to Hsinchu.
I can say that next to Vanessa I probably spent most time in Taiwan with Eson. He is very
funny, so uncomplicated and actually very interested in traveling; like I am. To strengthen
our friendship he will visit Vanessa and me in Germany in summer, I am really looking
forward to that.

Hank, the young math- teacher with the strong voice also became one of my closest friends
at school. Since he lives in Hsinpu we spent many dinners or evenings together. He always
supported Vanessa and me, one night he even randomly drove to Hsinchu to pick us up so
we didnt have to take the bus, that was so nice. He is a very funny person and you can have
many unforgettable moments with him. One of these where definetly the baseball games we
visited together in Taoyuan. He also took us to many nightmarkets so we could experience
the traditional food, it was always a wonderful experience. Thank you for that, Hank!
But of course, the person I spent most time with in Taiwan, was the other volunteer Vanessa.
I am still a bit suprised about our deep friendship, because actually we are very different
characters. But this experience in Taiwan made it possible. She is very clever and I saldom
meet people to who I can talk to so long and forget the time. Her sense of humor is great, so
we shared many funny moments and some quotes about our time in Taiwan I will never
forget. Also she is a very honest and serious person. Quite fast I got to know really personal
things and she challanged me to be more open in that way too. You never stop learning!
Thank you very much Vanessa, it was a wonderful time with you!

Traveling and exploring the country Taiwan
In our free time, Vanessa and I often visited special places in Taiwan. Since Hsinchu city is
very near to Hsinpu, we often went there for some activities. Of course we didnt miss Big
City, but also going to the nightmarket or just doing sightseeing was much fun. At first I was
a little shocked by the many schooters but then I got used to it and learned how to handle
Taiwanese traffic. Hsinchu is an exciting and vital city with many things to do, it was
always worth going there.
After two weeks in Taiwan I finally went to Taipei. I was really looking forward to that
because I heard many things about it and obviously the tower 101 is very famous also to
European people. On top of the tower I had a great view and I can warmly recommend it as
a perfect souvenir shop; I bought most of my gifts there. I also visited the Chiang Kai-Shek
memorial; a nice place to feel the Taiwanese history. I enjoyed Taipei very much because it
is on the one hand the interesting capital of Taiwan with many sightseeing attractions and on
the other hand it is more relaxed and not so crowded than many other capitals like Paris or
Seoul.

Very special about Taiwan are the famous nightmarkets. Often friends of the school took us
to visit them, we even went to the very small one in Hsinpu. But most exciting was the
nightmarket in Taichung. I can recommend going there hungry because the variety of
special and delicious food is just amazing. After six weeks I still didnt try everything, but
maybe next time when I visit Taiwan. I hope this will be soon.
With teacher Cindy we went to Neiwan, a small but very cute place in the mountains with
many traditional Taiwanese shops. There we stomped tee by ourselves, which was a tough
but very nice experience.

But maybe the best way to explore Taiwan is to go to the mountains. Taiwan is full of them
and the local people feel very connected to the nature. In my last week I went together with
Vanessa, Eson, Peter and Janice to the mountains near Taichung, the weather was very good
and the view just unforgettable. I was also impressed by the courage of Taiwanese people
climbing up the the mountain; going on the top was too scary for me so I had to turn around.
I hope the coming AIESECERS are maybe more courageous than me...
Since many years I wanted to vistit Hongkong, seeing the global cities in real and not only
from postcards is one of my biggest passions. So when I was told, that there is a four- day
school break during my time in Taiwan I spent my last savings to book a flight to
Hongkong, where I could visit a friend of mine. The city was an amazing adventure but I am
honest when I say, Taiwan with its friendly and more relaxed people suited me better.

What I learned during my stay at St. Aloysius Technical
School
Coming to Taiwan for such a long duration and actually working there instead of doing
holidays was a completely new experience for me. Coming home to Germany I learned so
many things. I will never forget the friendliness of the Taiwanese people. I always felt like
being home and I will try to be such a good host also for visitors coming to my country in
the future. I also learned to be more patient. Having conversations with the students was not
always easy, but the more patient I was, the better the talks developed themselves. Many
students became more courageous speaking to me during the six weeks, I even made close
friends with some of them and we could spent some free time together.
The Taiwanese culture is very different to the the German culture. It is not so individual, the
feeling of the group is very important. Adopting to this thinking was not always easy for me
because I was raised in a different environment. But with the time I really started to like the
Taiwanese culture, the people are so kind and I always felt included to the group. I will try
to take this respectful way of living together and taking care for each other to Germany.
In general I think I became more open minded during my time in Taiwan. The people here
are really adventurous and interested in new things. This slowly spread over to me and I
started to face new adventures in a more unprejudiced way than before. Never stop learning
and always being open for new things is one of the most important values in life. Through
my travel to Taiwan my life got richer and I want to thank everyone, who helped me during
this time and made it such an unforgettable experience.

